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Introduction

Flowers and birds may catch our eye for a number of reasons. Some are
brightly colored which makes them stand out from the background while
others may have an unusual shape or size that we have not seen before.
both fly and interact and our eyes amaturally attracted to this movement.
Printed pictures of flowers and birds which show these colors, shapes, siz
action are equally appealing. One hundred examples ofcayehinglapanese
flower-bird prints, chosen from the Reader Collection of JgsanArt, are
included in this virtual exhibition. These prints are grouped by their primar
eye-catching feature; namelyolor, shape size action or unconventional
view.

Color- The human eye and brain react more strongly to some colors than
others. Reds and yellows are perhaps the most-egehing and, not
surprisingly, many Japanese artists have chosen to depict species whose

flowers, fruits or feathers are red or yellow. Pictures 1 to 7 provide some
examples. Some artists chose to alter the matwolor of flowers, fruits, birds
or the picture background to create something quite unexpected and,
therefore, eyecatching. In pictures 8 to 11 the artist added extra red or yel
to the flowers or birds depicted while in pictures 12 and 13 extrioywebr red
was added to the picture background. Reducing or removing color to crea
contrast can be equally effective. Only blue and white is used in picture 1:
pictures 15 and 16 the artist blackened plant foliage to make other colors
stand out whilein pictures 17 to 20 the background was blackened for the
same reason. Combining black with white can also be vergatgphing as
shown in picture 21. Another form of color contrast was created in picture
by adding patches of unusual colors to the kground of a blacland-white
line drawing. In picture 23 color matching rather than color contrast was u
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1 Redcolor-torch azaledRhododendron kaempferand 2 Red and yellow colorsheavenly bambooNandina
red-flanked bluetailTarsiger cyanurgdy Shizuo domestica and narcissus flycatchdfi¢edula narcissina)
Ashikaga, 270 x 400 mm, woodblock by Shizuo Ashikaga, 270 x 400 mm, woodblock
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3 Red and yellow colorshighbush cranberrWiburnum trilobun and northern cardinalardinalis cardinaljdy
¢l AKA [ 2aKARIX pnn E onn YYI $22Ro0f 207
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4 Redand yellow colors peach Prunus persicarape 5 Red and yellow colorsff 2 NA & 0 Q& OKNZX
(Brassicanapug, violet {iolasp.), Chinese miketch (Chrysanthemum grandifloruyplespedezal(espedea
(Astragalussinicug and domestic fowlGallus gallusby sp.), balloon flower Platycodon grandiflorys scabious
DellalysY HHp E opn YYZ ¢ 2 2 patrinia Patrinia scabiosifolig eulalia grasdMiscanthus
sinensiy and redcrowned craneGrus japonensjdy
D&l alyS Hup E opn YYI 42




6 Red color- camellia Camellia japonicecolor variant 7 Red color- Japanese laureAlucuba japonicaand Java
andalbinoJava sparronHadda oryzivorgby Koson sparrow Padda oryzivorgby Koson Ohara, 65 x 90 mm,
Ohara, 235 x 360 mm, woodblock woodblock




8 Extra ed and yellow color rose-of-sharon Hibiscus syriacyiend Eurasiabullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhulaby Waichi
Hayashi, 330 x 240 mm, woodblock




9 Extra ed andyellow color- Japanese wisterid\isteria floribundd and rock doveGolumbalivia o6& Y&l 1
415 x 295 mm, woodblock




10 Extra red and yellow colorgrape {itis viniferd and scops 11 Extraed and yellowcolor - cherry (Prunussp.)
owl (Otussp.) by Yoshiharu Kimura, 240 x 290 mm, woodblc and scops owl@tussp.) by Yoshiharu Kimura, 225
300 mm, woodblock
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12 Background with extra yellow eulalia grass 13 Background with extra red cherry Prunussp.) and Jave
(Miscanthus sinensignd crow Corvussp) by Tsukase sparrow Padda oryzivora 0 € Nakdigawh, 240 x 345 mr
Yoshida, 245 x 380 mm, woodblock woodblock




14 Reduced color loquat Eriobotrya
japonicd and blacknaped oriole
(Oriolus chines)doy Hiroshige Utagawe
170 x 380 mm, woodblock




15 Blackenedbliage- camellia Camellia japonica
Tsuchiya, 360 x 230 mm, woodblock




16 Blackened foliage heavenly
bamboo Nandina domestidaand
winter wren (Troglodytes troglodytgs
by BeiserKubota, 225 x 340 mm,
woodblock
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17 Blackened background Japanese
oak Quercus serrafgand crimson

rosella Platycercus elegags 0 & V
LGIZ oyp E Hpn YY

18 Blackened backgroundcamellia
(Camellia japoniceand Japanese white
eye [osterops japonickls 0 € Y I
220 x 135 mm, mezzotint




19 Blackened backgrounédplum (Prunus mumgand 20 Blackened backgroundChinesdrumpet-creeper
canary Serinuscanarian 6& | 2RI b A & KA (Campsis gandifloragnd cockatooCacatuad LI®P 0O 0 |
mm, woodblock Nishimura, 240 x 370 mm, woodblock




21 Contrasting black and white colaqr
camellia Camellia japonich little egret
(Egretta garzettd and crow Corvussp) by
Y2ZNEN&FA LA2RIZ HM




22 Patches of unusual colorsellebore {eratrum grandifloruny Kamchatka globeflowef (ollius riederianys
bunchberry Cornus canadengislapanese trout lihEfythronium japonicum twinflower (Linnaea borealjs chickweed

wintergreen {[rientalis europer Japanese wintergreeRyrola japonicaand rock ptarmigan@gopus mutaby Fumio
Kitaoka, 545 x 395 mm, woodblock
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23 Matching colors- Japanese dogwoodCornus kousgaand Japanese whiteye Zosterops japonicyidy Hidetaka
Yamanaka, 235 x 175 mm, mezzotint




Shape- Flowers, fruits and birds each come in a variety of shapes. Some st
are more unusual than others and it is these unusual shapes that are most
to be eyecatching. Pictures 228 provide some examples of flowers or fruits
with unusual shapes.oF birds, it is the unusual bills, wings or tails that make
them stand out. Pictures 29 to 34 show birds with these-egtehing features.
Artists sometimes modified naturatyccurring shapes to make them even
more unusual. In pictures 35 to 41 body propons were exaggerated for

added effect while in pictures 42 to 45 shapes were distorted to create nov:
and often entertaining forms. Shapes in pictures 46 to 48 were only partly
completed by the artist. Viewers are allowed to complete these suggestive
shapes in their own unique ways. Other artists changed the shape of the pi
itself from the usual, boring rectangle to more interesting shapes including
octagon, ellipse and circle as shown in pictures 49 to 53.




24 Unusualflower shape- fan 25 Unusualflower shape- egret 26 Unusualflower shapeg Bigleaf
columbine Aquilegia flabellathand orchid Habenaria radiataand barn hydrangea flydrangeamacrophylla
masked laughingthrusiGarrulax swallow Hirundo rustica 0 € D and great tit Parus majorp € D é
perspicillatus 0 €& Deée ll a dzA 125 x 245 mm, woodblock 125 x 245 mm, woodblock

mm, woodblock




27 Unusualfruit shape- pomegranate Punica 28 Unusuafruit shape- Japanese chestnuCastanea
granatum) and Eurasian siski€érduelis spinQsy crenatg and goldcrestRegulus regulydy Shizuo
Shizuo Ashikaga, 270 x 400 mm, woodblock Ashikaga, 270 x 400 mm, woodblock




29 Unusuabird shape- sasanquacamellia Camellia sasanqyand mandarin duckAix galericulatq by Rakusan
Tsuchiya, 475 x 340 mm, woodblock




30 Unusualbird shape- Japanese mountain cherry 31 Unusuabird shape- Japanese mountain cherri?runus
(Prunus serrulatpand green peafowRavo muticus  serrulatg and green pheasanPhasianus versicolpby
by Koson Ohara, 190360 mm, woodblock Koson Ohara, 185 x 345 mm, woodblock




32 Unusualbird shape- tree peony
(Paeonia suffruticogaandstraw-
tailed whydah Yidua fischejiby
Rakusan Tsuchiya, 480 x 340 mm,
woodblock

33 Unusuabird shape- least
water-lily (Nuphar pumilurp and
common snipeGallinago gallinagp
by Rakusan Tsuchiya, 475 x 340 m
woodblock




34 Unusualbird shapec fuchsia
(Fuchsia magellanigaand rufous
hummingbird Eelasphorus rufggy

¢l AKA _ 2aKARI X on
woodblock




35 Exaggerated body proportionrgottonrose Hibiscus mutabiljsand common kingfisheA{cedoatthis) by Rakusan
Tsuchiya, 360 x 230 mm, woodblock




36 Exaggerated body proportions peach Prunus 37 Exaggerated body proportiongamellia Camellia
persicg and barn swallowHirundo rustica by japonicd and Eurasian tree sparrowgsser montanydy
Hiroshige Utagawa, 165 x 375 mm, woodblock Hiroshige Utagawa, 175 x 385 mm, woodblock




38 Exaggerated flower petals kobus magnolia 39 Exaggerated flower petaldan columbine Aquilegia
(Magnolia kobu¥ and canaryerinus canarjaby flabellata) and Japanese qual¢turnix japonicpby

Y

{ n 3 Nak&yhma, 220 x 335 mm, woodblock {n3aF1dzRI bl{F&FYlFX Hun E




40 Exaggeratd body proportions- kobusmagnolia 41 Exaggeratedody proportions- four-2 Q O tMerabilis
(Magnolia kobu¥and Java sparrowadda oryzivora jalapa) and Japanese grosbedkofphona personajaby
by Hokusai Katsushika, 23355 mm, woodblock Hokusai Katsushika, 210 x 3@, woodblock
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43 Distorted shapes plum (Prunus mumgand perhaps 44 Distorted shapesplum (Prunus mumgand an
the Japanese busharbler Cettia diphoné 6& ! Y¢dzyARSYUGAFTASR &2y 3I06ANR o0&
Azechi, 120 x 110 mm, woodblock woodblock




10
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mm, embossed screenprint
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45 Distorted shapesc unidentified
Ft20SNI I YR




46 Suggested shapefice Qryza sativaand common moorhenQGallinula chloropysby Seitei Watanabe, 245 x 180
mm, woodblock




47 Suggested shapegpomegranate Punica granatunand 48 Suggested shapeseavenly bamboo

white-cheeked starlingSturnus cineraced$®y Suiun Komuro, 31( (Nandina domesticeand Eurasian tree sparrow

x 310 mm, woodblock (Passer montanus 0 € aXdgawh, 240 x 34t
mm, woodblock




49 Unusual picture shape; camellia
(Camellia japonicaand scarlet macaw
(Ara maca¢ by Kakunen Tsuruoka, 275
470 mm, woodblock




50 Unusual picture shapesasanqua camelligamellia 51 Unusual pictureshape- trumpet honeysuckle
sasanquaand varied tit Sittiparus variusby Eiichi Kotozuka, (Lonicerasempervirensand Ural owl$trix uralensis
230 x 310 mm, woodblock by Kiyoharu Yamada, 260 x 370 mm, woodblock
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52 Unusual picture shape
dandelion TTaraxacunsp.), Chinese
milk-vetch @Astragalus sinicysand
Japanese waxwin@ombycilla
japonicay o6& YelTl

mm, woodblock

53 Unusual picture shapeChina
rose Rosa chinengiandyellow
breasted magpie(issa hypoleugdy
Sadahide Utagawa, 305 x 195 mm,
woodblock



Size- Size matters when it comes to looking at flowers, fruits and birds.
Extremely large or small individuals are more likely to attract our attention
because they are less common and, therefore, more@tehing. Pictures 54
to 57 show flower displays @xtreme size. In pictures 58 to 60 large flowers
fruits have been combined with small birds to emphasize the naturally

occurring difference in their respective sizes. Large birds are impressive on
own as shown in pictures 61 and 62. Other artmtmipulated the size of their
subjects to create imaginary giants or dwarfs for our viewing pleasure. Picti
63 to 66 provide four examples. The size of picture itself, rather than the si:
its subjects, makes it eygatching in some cases. Pictureesranges from very

large to very small in pictures 67 to 69.




54 Small to large flowers 55 Small to largeflowers - tree 56 Small to largeflowers - camellia
pK S| a | y Adordis aB@reds)so  peony Paeonia suffruticogaand blue (Camellia japoniceand Eurasian tree
and Eurasian siskiérduelis spin)s magpie Urocissa erythrorhynchdy sparrow Passer montanus 0 €
oe .Fl1dztn hKy2z . IF1dzFn hKy2x d¢n Ohno, 90 x 135m, woodblock
woodblock woodblock




57 Large display of small floweifs]apanese mountain cherr?r(unus serrulatpand orlental turtledove Gtreptopella
orientalish o0& ¢l aKA (2&aKARIX pann E onn YYI 622R0ft 201




58 Large flower and small birdsacred lotus Nelumbo 59 Large fruit and small birdJapanese persimmon
nuciferg and zitting cisticoladisticola juncid)sby Koson (Diospyros kakiand Japanese whieye Zosterops
Ohara, 190 x 350 mm, woodblock japonicu$ by Koson Ohara, 190 x 350 mm, woodblock




60 Large fruit and small bird Chinese 61 Small andargebirds - Bunchflower daffodilNlarcissus tazetia

cucumber Trichosanthes kirilowiand domestic northern goshawKAccipiter gentilisand Eurasian tree sparrow
fowl (Gallus gallusby Koson Ohara, 180 x350 (Passer montanydy Hiroshige Utagawa, 1380 mm, woodblocl

mm, woodblock




62 Large bird Unidentified

flowers and lesser adjutarstork
(Leptoptilos javanicydy Sadao
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63 Giantird - Japanese iridr{s ensatdand 64 Dvarf bird - Japanese iridr{s ensaty, waterlily (Nuphar
little egret Egretta garzetta by Hiroshige japonicumm), Chinese arrowheadbggittaria trifolig and little egret
Utagawa, 175 x 385 mm, woodblock (Egrettagarzettd o6& | Il Ad&adz {II{1FAZ mon




65 Giant flower and dwarf birdg
camellia Camellia japoniceand
unknown birdby Kaoru Kawano, 150 x
115 mm, woodblock

66 Dwarf flower and giant bird
unidentified flowers and londgailed tit

(Aegithalos caudatysby Tadashi Ikai,
365 x 195 mm, mezzotint




67 Large picture Japanese
chestnut Castanearenatg and
northern goshawkAccipiter
gentiliss 6& ¢2YA1AO
300 x 775 mm, woodblock
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68 Small picture- penstemon Penstemorsp.) and 69 Small picture- PenstemonRenstemorsp.) and
hermit hummingbird Phaethornisp.) by Shigeki hummingbird by Shigeki Kuroda, 115 x 70,nmtaglio
Kuroda, 70 x 95 mm, intaglio




70 Largeicture - Japanese mountain cherry 71 $nall picture- Japanese mountain cherri2iunus serrulata
(Prunus serrulatpand largebilled crow Corvus and largebilled crow Corvus macrorhynchpby Koson Ohara, 90 :
macrorhynchosby Koson Ohara, 170 x 3@8(Mn, 140 mm, woodblock

woodblock




Action - Action attracts our attention whether we witness it live or in a pictu
Some Japanese flowdird pictures are eyeatching because the artist either
shows the flower and bird subjects in action or suggests that action is
imminent. It is relatively esy for the artist to show birds in action because tr
move about under their own power. Bird flight is communicated to viewers
simply showing the bird with its wings outstretched. Two particularly eye
catching birds in flight are shown in pictures @& 3. Unlike birds, flowers
require the help of wind or the force of gravity to move. In pictures 74 and
the artist cleverly depicts this movement to energize the flowers. Imminent
action can be suggested by placing a bird or a flower in an unstabitgpo
Pictures 76 and 77 provide two egatching examples. Another way to suggt
imminent action is to arrange objects diagonally rather than horizontally or
vertically. We associate the diagonal with leaning and the action of falling i
sure to follow The diagonal arrangement of flowers and birds is very obvio
pictures 78 and 79. Another form of action is interaction between individt
of the same species or between different species. To suggest this interacti
the viewer artists often iolude more than just one individual in a picture.
Interacting birds are featured in pictures 80 and 81 while interacting plants
shown in picture 82.




72 Flying bird lespedezal(espedezap.)and 73 Flying bird Japanese mountain cherri2iunus serrulatpand
lesser cuckooGuculugpoliocephalusby Koson scops owlQtussp.) by Koson Ohara, 240 x 360 mm, woodblock
Ohara, 165 x 375 mm, woodblock

A




74 Moving flowers Japanese 75 Falling flower petalscherry (Prunussp.) and Eurasian tree sparrofRasser
mountain cherry Prunusserrulatg ~ montanug by Zeshin Shibata, 225 x 160 mm, woodblock

and blackheaded gull
(Chroicocephalus ridibunduisy
{ITFy LGIZE mcp = e




76 Unstable position- purple magnolialagnolia 77 Unstable position- camellia Camellia japonidaand great tit
liliiflora) and Java sparrowWadda oryzivorpby (Parus majoyr by Hiroshige Utagawa, 1380 mm, woodblock
Hiroshige Utagawa, 130 x 380 mm, woodblock




78 Leaning Japanese bindweed@lystegia japonigaand Eurasian tree 79 Diagonal - snake gourd Trichosanthes

sparrow Passermontanis 0 € De21 dzaKIl Yl 6 0l cucumeroidesand Japanesehite-eye

woodblock (Zosterops japonicidy Hiroshige
Utagawa, 130 x 255 mm, woodblock




80 Interacting birds- lespedeza
(Lespedezap) and great tit Parus
major) by Rakusan Tsuchiya, 480 x 34
mm, woodblock

81 Interacting birds Sunflower
(Helianthus annuys morningstar lily
(Lilium concolgr, mandarin orange

(Citrus reticulaty, hardy begonia
(Begonia grandis aster Astersp.),

scops owlQtussp.), Eurasian bullfinch
(Pyrrhula pyrrhul® canary $erinus
canarig and Japaneseushwarbler |
(Cettia diphong by Rinsai Shiba, 340 X -
220 mm, woodblock &l




82 Interacting plantg Japanese
morning glory [pomoea nil, eulalia
grass fiscanthus sinensisscabrous
gentian Gentiana scabraand
Japanese quaipturnixjaponicg by
DellalysSX HHp E op.




Unconventional view- Some Japanese flowsbird pictures are ey€atching
because they provide unconventional views of flowers or birds. In pictures ¢
85 birds are shown facing frontwards or backwards instead of the more
conventional sidesiew. In pictures 86 to 91 flows or birds are partly hidden
from our view in contrast to conventional pictures which provide complete
views of flower and bird subjects. Moonlight views of flowers and birds are
much less common than sunlight views which makes moonlit pictures 92 pl

93 special. Conventional pictures show flowers and birds in focus with shar
edges. However, in pictures 94 to 96 the edges of flowers and birds are fuz
rather than sharp making them appear to be out of focus. Conventional pici
also typically provideraeyelevel view of flowers and birds seen at a
comfortable viewing distance. Consequently, the clapeviews of flowers and
birds in pictures 97 to 100 are unexpected, especially when combined with
downwardlooking or upwarelooking viewing angle as pictures 98 and 99.




83 Unconventionafront view of a bird-
purple magnoliaagnolia liliiflorg and Java
sparrow Padda oryzivoraby Koson Ohara,
130 x 250 mm, woodblock




84 Unconventionalbackview of abird -
Japanese knotweedréllopia japonica
and blueandwhite flycatcher
(Cyanoptila cyanomelandy Seitei
Watanabe, 320 x 210 mm, woodblock

85 Unconventionalrear view of a bird-
clematis Clematis floridaand gray
wagtail (Motacillacinereg by Rakusan
Tsuchiya, 360 x 230 mm, woodblock




86 Unconventionalpartial view of a
bird ¢ Bigleaf lydrangea lydrangea
macrophylld and barn swallow
(Hirundo rusticaby Seitei Watanabe,
320 x 210 mm, woodblock

87 Unconventionabff-centerview of
fruits and a bird- Snake gourd
(Trichosanthes cucumeroidesnd
white-cheeked starlingSturnus
cineraceuysby Seitei Watanabe, 320 x
210 mm, woodblock




