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 Introduction 
 
The term ukiyo-style is the name given to a style of art that was popular with Japanese townsmen in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. During this period art was an important source of visual entertainment and a primary 
objective of ukiyo-style art was to be especially entertaining. Many of the purchasers of ukiyo-style art lived for 
the moment, continuously seeking to be entertained. The impermanence of life was their justification for this 
lifestyle and the word ukiyo, meaning floating world or impermanence, is the name now used to describe 
forms of entertainment enjoyed by practitioners of this lifestyle.   
   To make pictures entertaining ukiyo-style artists drew their subjects in an idealistic rather than realistic way. 
For bird subjects, artists exaggerated prominent features using a bold, black outline.  Any additional colors 
were each applied evenly within this outline which made the bird standout from the background but also 
made the bird look two-dimensional (versus three-dimensional achieved by applying color unevenly). The 
colors used were not entirely true-to-life for two reasons. First, true-to-life dull colors were less entertaining 
than brighter colors. Second, printed ukiyo-style pictures were intended to be a relatively inexpensive source 
of entertainment and using multiple colors to replicate a ōƛǊŘΩǎ complicated color scheme would have 
increased the price, making the print less attractive to print purchasers.  
   This virtual exhibition provides fifty examples of ukiyo-style bird prints selected from the Reader Collection of 
Japanese Art. To provide representation from the entire period of ukiyo-style bird printmaking (i.e., early 
1700s to late 1800s) prints were chosen by fifty artists who were active during different parts of this period. 
The fifty prints are arranged chronologically below. Twenty-seven of these prints were sold individually and the 
other twenty-three were included in picture books. The title and publication date of these picture books are 
given, where appropriate, along with the name of the artist and the bird depicted in each of the fifty prints.   
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 1   Hawk (Accipiter sp.) by Kiyomasu Torii, 
early 1700s, 305 x 540 mm 
 

 

 2   Mandarin duck (Aix galericulata) by Shigenaga 
Nishimura, early 1700s, 155 x 310 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 3   Eurasian tree sparrow (Passer montanus) 
by Masanobu Okumura, early 1700s, 160 x 
325 mm 
 

 

 4   Scops owl (Otus sp.) and Eurasian tree sparrow (Passer 
montanus) by Toshinobu Okumura, early 1700s, 170 x 340 mm 
 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 5   Little egret (Egretta garzetta) by Harunobu Suzuki, late 
1700s, 215 x 280 mm 
 

 

 6   Long-tailed tit (Aegithalos caudatus) by YƻǊȅǹǎŀƛ 
Isoda, late 1700s, 160 x 230 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 7   Blue magpie (Urocissa 
erthyrorhyncha) by {ƘǹŎƘǁ 
Tamagawa, late 1700s, 75 x 
350 mm 
 

 

 8   White-fronted goose (Anser albifrons) by Iȅŀƪƪƛ {ŀƴΩŜƳƻƴ, late 1700s, 205 x 
280 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 9   Japanese quail (Coturnix japonica) by Utamaro 
Kitagawa, late 1700s, 175 x 260 mm 
 

 

 10   Crow (Corvus sp.) by Gakutei Yashima, early 1800s, 190 x 
205 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 



   

 11   Mandarin duck (Aix galericulata) by Hokkei Totoya, 
early 1800s, 220 x 195 mm 
 

 

 12   Scops owl (Otus sp.) by Shumman Kubo, early 1800s, 
190 x 210 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



   

 13   Eurasian tree sparrow 
(Passer motanus) by Ichiga 
Oki, early 1800s, 245 x 175 
mm 
 
 

 
 

 

14   Japanese white-eye 
(Zosterops japonicus) by 
Shigemasa Kitao, included in 
{ƘŀǎƘƛƴ YŀŎƘǁ ½ǳŜ 
(Naturalistic Pictures of 
Flowers and Birds), 1805-27, 
310 x 220 mm 

 
   

 



   

 15   Green pheasant (Phasianus versicolor) by Hidemaro 
Kitagawa, early 1800s, 180 x 210 mm 
 

 

 16   Cockatoo (Cacatua sp.) by Toyohiro Utagawa, early 
1800s, 165 x 220 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 17   Red-crowned crane (Grus japonensis) by 
Hokuun Katsushika, included in Hokuun Manga 
(Sketches by Hokuun), 1824, 155 x 225 mm 
 

 

 18   Top ς Common kingfisher (Alcedo atthis); Bottom ς 
Japanese quail (Coturnix japonica) by Toyokuni Utagawa, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƻǎƘƛŘŀƳŀ CǳŘŜ όbŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ .ǊǳǎƘύΣ муолΣ мсл Ȅ 
225 mm 
 

 

 

   

 




