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Introduction

The term ukiyestyle isthe name given ta style of art that was popular with Japanese townsmen in tHe 1€
and 19" centuries. During this period art was an important source of visual entertainment and a primary
objective of ukiyestyle art was to bespeciallyentertaining. Many of the purchaseof ukiyestyle artlived for
the moment,continuously sekingto be entatained. The impermanence of life was their justification for thi:
lifestyle and he word ukiyo, meaning floatingorld or impermanences the name now used to describe
forms of entertainmentenjoyed bypractitionersof this lifestyle

To make pictures entertaining ukigbyle artists drew their subjects in an idealistic rather than realistic w
For bid subjects, artists exaggerat@dominent features using a bold, black outline. Any additional colors
were each applied evenly withthis outline which made the bird standout from the background but also
made the bird look twadimensional (versus thredimensional achieved by applying color unevénfhe
colors used were not entirely tru-life for two reasons. Firstrue-to-life dull colors were less entertaining
than brighter colors. Secondyrinted ukiyo-style pictures were intended to be a relatively inexgive source
of entertainmentand using multiple colors to replicatedaA NeBn§plicatedcolor scheme would have
increased he price, making the print less attractive to print purchasers.

This virtual exhibition provides fifty examples of ukstgle bird prints selected from the Reader Collectior
Japanese ArfTo provide representation from the entire period of ukstyle bird printmaking (i.e., early
1700s to late 1800s) prints were chosen by fifty artists who were active during different parts of this peri
The fifty prints are arranged chronologically below. Twesg#yen of these prints were sold individually ahé -
other twenty-three were included in picture books. The title and publication date of these picture books ¢
given, where appropriate, along with the name of the artist and the bird depicted in each of the fifty print

Additional Reading
Bell, David. 2004. Ukiy® Explained. Global Oriental, Folkestone, UK.
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century Japan. University of Washington Press, Seattle.




1 Hawk (Accipitersp.) byKiyomasu Tar, 2 Mandarin duckAix galericulat® by Shigenaga
early 1700s305 x 540mm Nishimura early 1700s, 15% 310mm
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3 Eurasian tree sparrow@sser montanys 4 Scops owlqtussp.) and Eurasian tree sparrof®Rasser
by Masanobu Okumuraearly 1700s, 160 » montanug by Toshinobu Okumuraearly 1700s, 170 x 340 mm
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5 Little egretEgretta garzetty byHarunobu Suzukilate 6 Longailed tit (Aegithaloscaudatug byY 2 NE n
1700s, 215 x 280 mm Isodg late 1700s, 160 x 230 mm




7 Blue magpidJrocissa 8 Whitefronted goose Anser albifronsbyl & I { 1 A { late/12ES 20§ x
erthyrorhyncha by{ K n OK 280 mm

Tamagawalate 1700s, 75 x

350 mm




9 Japanese quafCo6turnix japonicabyUtamaro 10 CrowCorvussp.) byGakutei Yashimaearly 1800s, 190 x
Kitagawa late 1700s, 175 x 260 mm 205 mm
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11 Mandarin duckAlx galericulatd byHokkei Totoya 12 Scops owlQtussp.) byShumman Kubpearly 1800s,
early 1800s, 220 ¥95 mm 190 x 210 mm




13 Eurasian tree sparrow
(Passer motanysylchiga
Oki, early 1800s, 245 x 175
mm

14 Japanese whieye
(Zosterops japoniclidy
Shigemasa Kitaancluded in
{KFaKAY YI OKI
(Naturalistic Pictures of
Flowers and Birgs 180527,
310 x 220 mm




15 Green pheasanPfasianus versicolpbyHidemaro 16 CockatooGacatuasp.) byToyohiro Utagawaearly
Kitagawa early 1800s, 180 x 210 mm 1800s, 165 x 220 mm
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17 Reecrowned craneGrus japonens)dy
Hokuun Katsushikaincluded in Hokuun Manga
(Sketches by Hokuun), 1824, 155 x 225 mm

18 Top; Common kingfisherAlcedo atthi¥, Bottom ¢
Japanese quaiQpturnixjaponicg by Toyokuni Utagawa
Ay Oft dZRSR Ay ¢2aKARI Yl CdzRS
225 mm







