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Japanese woodblock prints
of flowers and birds
by one hundred artists

Plum (Prunus mume) and Japanese bush-warbler (Cettia
diphone) by Beisen Kubota, early 1500s, 370 x 250 mm
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Introduction

The term Japanese woodblock print is used to describe a form of Japanese pictorial art which is produced usir
woodblock printing. In this method of printing the picture design is first outlined on the surface of a piece of wo
Areas surrounding this olihe are then chiseled away. Next, ink is applied to the outline, followed by a piece of |
and the back of the paper is rubbed to transfer the picture outline to paper. To create aaolaited print the piece
of paper is placed sequentially on aissrof wooden blocks each carved and inked differently to show a particula
portion of the design.

The first Japanese woodblock prints were produced in the ninth century. They depicted religious deities or pr
and were sold as devotional aids.the seventieth century, the rise of a pleastgeeking Japanese middle class
created a new demahfor nonreligious images whicstimulated the senses and expressed emotion. Colorful flow
and birds were among the new subjects depicted in woodblock qriftiese flower and bird prints (hereafter
abbreviated as FBP) were sold either individually or as a series bound together in a picture book. Since the lat
seventieth century more than4®0 FBP have been published intpre books and an additional @8 BP designs solt
individually.

The Reader Collection of Japanéstincludes about 3200 FBP. One hundred of these prints are featured in thi
virtual exhibition to illustrate the work of notable contributors to this art form, chosen based on the nuoflbe8P
they produced. A representative work of each of these one hundred artists is included below with artists arrang
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total numberof flower and bird prints (s)he produced, names of the flower and bird species depicted, title of the
picture book in which the print was published, if appropriate, publication date and print size.

Additional Reading

Newland, Amy Reigle. 2005. TiHetei Encyclopedia of Japanese Woodblock Prints. Hotei Publishing, Amsterdar




1 Hiroshige Utagawamore than 450 FBP, 2 . I A NI Amor¥ thah 240 FBP,

cotton-rose {Hibiscusnutabilig and common Ff 2 NA a8 (1 Q&4 (CKrisBndhenylin grandlifttedyindian

kingfisher Alcedo atthi3, 1830s, 115 x 350 mm chrysanthemum@hrysanthemum indicupand greerwinged teal
(Anascrecoa> Ay Of dzZRSR Ay . FANBA Y
Flowers and Birds by Bairei), 1899, 25870 mm




3 Koson Oharamore than 180-BP, 4 Rakusan Tsuchiyanore than 160 FBP,
plum Prunus mumgand blacknaped oriole Japanese creepePéarthenocissus tricuspidgtandred-flanked
(Orioluschinensiy, early 1900s, 190 x 355 mi bluetail (Tarsiger cyanurys1930s, 380 x 250 mm




5 Keinen Imag more than 120 FBP,

morningstar lily Cilium concolgrand Japanese thrush
(Turduscardis = Ay Of dZRSR Ay YSA
Album of Flowers and Birds Bginen), 1892, 255 x
370 mm

6 Hokusai Katsushikamore than DO FBP,

sand pearPRyrus pyrifoliaand white wagtailNlotacilla
alba), included in Hokusai Gaen (Collection of Pictures I
Hokusai), 1877, 160 x 230 mm




7 Morinori { S{ A Q#areittan 90 FBP, 8 Morikuni Tachibanamore than 80 FBP,

Hall crabappleMalus halliana and black cherry Prunussp.) and green pheasarRljasianus versicolgrncluded
naped oriole Qriolus chinensjsincludedin Ay 9 K2y { KI KI dzl dzZN2 ot A Ol dzNB
DFTdz | @F 111 OKI-Huadredl Oi 1720, 320 x 225 mm

Flowers and Birds), 1729, 180 x 250 mm

|

- g
P 7
o
i
b
%
Y
L




9 Bunrei Mawkawa more than 80 FBP, 10 Kiyoshi Takizawamore than 75 FBP,

Japanese iridrfs ensatd and water railRallusaquaticug, hollyhock Alcea rosepand yellow buntingEmberiza

Ay Ot dZRSR Ay . dzy NBA YI OKI sulphuratay 2 Ay f OdzZRSR Ay {Buy N.

and Birds by Bunrei), 1885, 245 x 360 mm (Picture Album by Sy NJ¥lowRrlland Bird Part),
1905 155 x 225 mm
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11 Taito Il Katsushikamore than 70 FBP, 12 DAY 1 I, méte tiak 85 FBP,

plum (Prunus mumg Siberian rubythroatlL(uscinia calliopeand left top - heavenly bambooNandina domestica

flycatcher Ficedulasp.),A y Of dzZRS R A yDrawing K I and winter wren Troglodytes troglodytésleft

Methods for Flowers and Bird€)848, 300 x 240mm bottom - leopard plant Farfugium japonicumand
blackbilled magpie Rica picy, right- Japanese
wisteria Wisteria floribundd and common
kingfisher Alcedo atthi® = A y Of dzZRSR
6{1SGOKSa o6& DAYy(lIO0Z
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13 { Kl dzy’ , I, ividreviigah 65 FBP, 14 Hiroshige Ill Utagawamore than 60 FBP,

Plum Prunus mumgand Eurasian tree sparrow  Crape myrtle l[(agerstroemia indigaand bulheaded shrike

(Passer montanysearly 1900s, 85 x 205 mm (Lanius bucephak) = A y Of dzR S (Rictiras of Flow@is
and Birds), 1870s, 125 x 180 mm
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15 Shigenaga Nishimuramore than 50 FBP, 16 { dz3 | { dzR Il ,bnbré thah US5YFBP,

Japanese iridrfs ensatd, Chinese arrowhead Japanese mountain cherr?funus serrulataand Japanese
(Sagittaria trifolig and mandarin duck®ix robin Erithacus akahige > Ay Of dzZRS R Ahachi K
galericulatg, early 1700s, 155 x 310 mm Taka (Exact Likeness of Feight Hawks), 1859, 245 x 360 m
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17 Y I & Kn  bnaahé ithanl40 FBP, 18 Shigemasa Kitaanore than 40 FBP,

Japanese witcthazel Hamamelis japonida plantain lily Hostasp.) alk  w & n | €Hrithadd &omgdoyd

and Bohemian waxwing@ombycilla Ay Ot dZRSR Ay { KIFIAaAKAY YI OKI %dzS
garrulu® > Ay Of dzZRSR Ay { Birds), 18087, 320 x 225 mm

Album of Bird Drawings), 1888, 175 x 245

mm




19 Rinsai Shibamore than 40 FBP, 20 DSaal | 2rmaokexhdr240 PBP,
common garden peonyP@eonia lactifloraand green peafowRavo fringed pink Dianthus superbysand
muticu$) T A Y Of dZRSR Ay { KA y-sixBlewly{ | y € northern lapwing Yanellus vanell)searly
Selected Flowers and Birds), 1880s, 250 x 365 mm 1900s, 140 x 266m




21 Yoshiharu Utagawamore than 40 FBP, 22 Yoshiharu Kimuramore than 40FBP,

cherry Prunussp.) and mandarin duclAix opium poppy Papaversp.) and Indian peafowlRavo cristatul
galericulata) = Ay Of dZRSR Ay { 1972, 710 x 520 mm

(Newly Selected Pictures of Flowers and Birds
1878, 120 x 180 mm




23 Y 2 NEB n & | more than3REFBP, 24 Katei Taki more than 35 FBP,

rose-of-sharon Hibiscus syriacyisind longtailed tit sacred lotusNelumbo nuciferpand grey wagtailMotacilla

(Aegithalos caudatyslate 1700s165 x 230 mm  cinered, included in Tansei Ippan (Models for Painting), 189«
320 x 165 mm




25 n a dzA , nmoré than 35 FBP, 26 . n K2 ¢ mofdtiah 35 FBP,

silktree @Albizzia julibrissinand barn swallow Chinese amarantlmaranthus tricoloy, cockscomb(elosia cristatp
(Hirundorustica = A y Of dzZRS R A and yellowthroated bunting Enberizaelegans > A y Of dzR S
(Picture Album of Flowers and Birds), 1879, Shinzu (New Pictures of Industrial Arts), 1892, 165 x 240 mm
150 x 215 mm
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27 w Il 3 rnoke than 35 FBP,
tree peony Paeonia suffruticogaand silver
pheasant Lophura nycthemepaincluded in
Y OK I (PibtliréFAdiaum of Flowers and
Birds), 1880s, 115 x 170 mm

28 Eisen lkedamore than 35 FBP,

common reed RPhragmites austral)s mandarin duckAix galericulata
and green pheasanPhasianus versicolprncluded in Eisen Gafu
Shohen (Piare Album ly Eiserfirst Volumeg, 1849, 125 x 180 mm
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29 Masayoshi Keisaimore than 35 FBP, 30 Seitei Watanabemore than 35 FBP,
common reed Phragmites australjsand white Japanese knotweedréllopia japonicaand blueandwhite

fronted goose Anser albifrony included in Shinki flycatcher Cyanoptila cyanomelanal916, 375 x 280 mm
Laal o6/ €tSty {6SSLI 2F |

mm




31 { Knl Fy ., 2Znéar&thayi 82NRBP,

plum (Prunus mumg great tit Parus majoy, whitewagtail (Motacilla
alba), mallard duckAnas platyrhynchgsand browneared bulbul kos
amaurotig, includedinz  { 'y aSAKAGadz DI KIl
Chinese Painting Treasures), 1767, 360 x 270 mm
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32 1 || 6dzy Ynioie dzenk3a FBP,
weepingcherry Prunus subhirtellpand
barn swallow Hirundo rusticg included
AY 11 6dzy DI FTdz 6t AC
1890, 165 x 240 mm




33 | I A U & dmofelthhr-38 FBP, 34 Shigenobu Yanagawanore than 25 FBP,

left - lespedezal(espedezap.) and gooseAnsersp.), right Hall crabappleMalus halliana and meadow bunting

- scabious patriniaRatrinia scabiosifollgand duckAnas  (Emberiza cioiddsincluded in Yanagawa Gafu- O K |l
aLllpu > Ay Of dzZRSR -NuAdred Pibtdives byl (Picture Album by Yanagawéower and Bird Section),
YINARYOE MymMHIZ myn E wpn Y1856,120x 180 mm




35 D e Il arhoye than 25 FBP, 36 { KA a Sripoke thanl25 FBP,
peach Prunus persigarape Brassica napys balsamapple Momordica charantiaand lightvented bulbul
Chinese milkvetch @Astragalus sinicysviolet (Pycnonotus sinengisz A Yy Of dzZRSR Ay { I { KA

(Violasp.) and domestic fowQallus gallus  { I { K £785536G\x 270 mm
1880s, 250 x 375 mm




37 ¢ 2 Y21 2, mothdnk5 FBP, 38 Sadanobu Il Hasegawaore than 25 FBP,
raspberry Rubussp.) and browreared bulbul ikos Chinese amaranttAfmaranthus tricolorand barnswallow
amaurotig, 2011, 100 x 150 mm (Hirundo rusticg mid-1800s, 285 x 230 mm




39 well F A, mbre ineh @EBP, 40 { Kn | Sy, note yhanl2GFBP,

common reed Rhragmites australjsand common kingfisheA({cedo atthi$, butterfly-flower (Iris japonicd and

Ay Of dzZRSR Ay al {Mistellahdoys Pigturéz bf Jadpairand lesser cuckooGuculus poliocephalys

| KAyl o6& allélo mMmTcHE odn E HcpAyOfdzZRSR Ay YI &KI
Bu(PicdzZNBE ! £ 6dzy o6& Y
Flowering Plant Part), 1891, 150 x 22




41 ¢ I & KA , mdra tkan RO-FBP, 42 Kinzan Harunamore than 20 FBP,

Japanese laureAlcuba japonichand Daurian princess treeRaulownia tomentospand rock doveGolumba livig
redstart @hoenicurus auroreys1977,340x Ay Of dzZRSR Ay YI OKI DI akKkn o6/ 2f€ t
540 mm 1905, 180 x 250 mm




43 Utamaro Kitagawamore than 2BFP, 44 D2 NJ , inofd tian 2GFBP,

foxtail millet Setaria italich and Japanese quall¢turnix  cherry Prunussp.) and green peafowPavo muticuy

japonicg, late 1700s, 180 x 265 mm Ay Ot dZRSR Ay YI OKI DF &aKkai
Birds), 1892, 120 x 180 mm
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45 Shizuo Ashikagamorethan 20 FBP, 46 { KI 1 I | rBovedhkd 20 FBP,
weeping forsythiaKorsythia suspen$and Eurasian plum (Prunus mumgand Eurasian bullfinciPyrrhula
bullfinch @yrrhula pyrrhulg mid1900s, 300 x 445 mm  pyrrhuld, mid1900s, 270 x 390 mm




47 . n 1 2\ dz, adreithard2® FBP, 48 YI 3 é 2 ¢ amdx@ thanA] ABP,

morningstar lily Cilium concolgrand varied tit plum Prunus mumgand mandarin duckAix galericulaty,
(Sittiparus variup included in Kotori No Negura  early 1900s, 250 x 240 mm

(Roosts of the Little Birds), 1901, 180 x 250 mm




49 we n a I Amooeihdrelb FBP, 50 Yasukuni Tachibananore than 15 FBP,
princess treeRaulownia tomentospand violet (Violasp.) and skylarkAlauda arvensis included in Ehon

YeGKADI DAKRI Ay Of dzR ¢ Eibutsu Sen (Picture Book of Selected Subjects), 1779, 320 x 22F
(lllustrations of Flowers and Birds), 1882, 15

225 mm
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51 Yoshitsuna Utagawamore than 15 FBP, 52 { I O I NI, mbré tHah 25 FBP,

Japanes@ersimmon Diospyros kakiand Japanese whieye Zosterops cotton-rose Hibiscus mutabiljsand red

japonicu® = Ay Of dzZRSR Ay 9K2y YI OKI { avadava(Amandava amandavaincluded

Flowers and Birds), 1860s, 180 x 120 mm AY YIOKI {ly21dz {|
Picture Album of Flowers, Birds and
Plants), 1891, 180 x 120 mm




53 . I 1 dz¥ n, mdrekilyad 15 FBP, 54 { I T I ymork ihdn 15 FBP,
China roseRosa chinensisand Siberian blue robin  Japanesgepper Zanthoxylum piperitutnand Daurian
(Luscinia cyanemid-1900s, 265 x 390 mm redstart Phoenicurus aurorelisearly 1900s, 260 x 175 mm




55 { S A & lmbre thah L5 FBP, 56 Eiichi Kotozukamore than 15 FBP,

Chinese milkvetch @Astragalussinicug, dandelion lespedezal(espedezap.), eulalia gras(Miscanthus sinensis
(Taraxacunsp.), violet Violasp.) and skylark knotweed Polygonunsp.) and Japanese qudidturnix japonicha
(Alauda arvensis > A y Of dzZRS R -eA y mid-1900s, 205 x 145 mm

(Brocade Pictures of Spring and Fall), 1881, 1€

245 mm




57 Kanrin Okadamore than 15 FBP, 58 L (i & dz2 A, Mibre thak ¥6IFBP,

sweet osmanthus@smanthus fragrarsand black bulbulHypsipetes China roseRosa chinensisand green

leucocephalus included in Kanrin Gafu (Picture Album by Kanrin), 184t pheasant Phasianus versicolprncluded

370 x 270 mm AY {K2aK2l1dz | A118S.
Album of Flowers and gis, a Manual
for Artisans), 1890, 110 x 170 mm




5Y01el bl,imbrélthas L5 FBP, 60 Y & Il Yaihada more than 15 FBP,
FE2NRAAGQa CKrisBndhenyin K S Y dzY Asiaticdayflower Commelina communisand mandarin duck
grandiflorum) and varied tit §ittiparus variug 1930,  (Aix galericulaty, 1935, 390 x 295 mm

240 x 345 mm




61 Unga Tachibanamore than 15 FBP, 62 wl A 2 A NI, mbr©tKak 10-FBR,
common reed Rhragmites austral)jsand little ringed ploverGharadrius Japanese banandl(sa basjo(, aster
dubiu$) = Ay Of dzZRS R (Dsawing IMgtodslfor AN ThangsAn] (Astersp.), domestic fowlGallus gallus
the Universe), 1894, 300 x 225 mm and Eurasian tree sparrow@sser
montanug, included in Kans&afu (Picture
Album by Kansai), 1891, 175 x 240 mm




63 D e Il amdzk than 10 FBP, 64 { KI 4 SA ¢nhokelth&nl-16 KR,
fan columbine Aaquilegia flabellatg and  plum Prunusmume and Japanese buskarbler Cettia diphong mid-

varied tit Sittiparus variug early 1900s, 1900s, 150 x 100 mm
130 x 260 mm




65 Moronobu Hishikawa more than 10 FBP, 66 . dzy OK | mogelthgm10 FBP,
plum (Prunus mumgand Japanese buskarbler Cettia diphong common reed Phragmites austral)sand
included in lwaki Ezukusfollection of Pictures of Rocks and Trees) white-fronted goose Anser albifrons
1683, 370 x 260 mm Ay Oft dZRSR Ay . dzy OKI
. dzy OKIl 0 mMyntX Mcn




67 Sadahide Utagawamore than 10 FBP, 68 Y 2 2 A , §ndfellitraad 10 FBP,

cherry Prunussp.) andwvoodpecker blackberrylily Belamcanda chinengiand Java sparrowwradda
(Dendrocopospd = Ay Of dzZRSR A oryzivordy > Ay Of dzZRSR Ay YI OKI DI Fdz
Zufu (Varieties of Natural Phenomena), 186« Birds), 1832, 320 x 225 mm

120 x 180 mm




69 . 2y ST I Y, 2noré tRah ZOKERBP, 70 Eitaku Kobayashimore than 10 FBP,

scabious patriniaRatrinia scabiosifolia eulalia grasaiscanthus right- Japanese steria {Visteria

sinensiy, blackbilled magpie Rica picaand Japanese qua@turnix floribunda and common kingfisheA{cedo

japonic3, included in Shashin Tori Kagami (Mirror of Birds in Naturali: atthis), included in Banbutsu Hinagata Ge

Representation), 1880, 180 x 120 mm (Picture Album of Models for Many Thing
1880, 150 x 230 mm
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71 Takematsu Takahashmore than 10 FBP, 72 Hokkei Totoyamore than 10 FBP,
Japanese wisterid\(isteriafloribunda, common garden peonyeonia rape(Brassicanapu9 and green pheasant
lactiflora), leopard plantEarfugium japonicumnand barn swallow (Phasianus versicolprearly 1800s, 185 x
(Hirundorustica = Ay Of dZRSR Ay { I Y 8fPidwres bf 205 mm

Plants, Flowers and Birds), 1881, 240 x 180 mm
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73 ¢ 2 YA 1 A OK A, hiire that 10dzBE 74 Unzan Yamazakimore than 10 FBP,
rush Juncussp.), mallard duckAnas platyrhynchgsand common

kingfisher Alcedo atthi$, included in Unzan Gafu (Picture Aloum by
Unzan), 1880, 190 x 150 mm

Japanese chestnuC@stanea crenadaand
northern goshawkAccipiter gentiliy late
1900s, 300 x 780 mm
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75 Gyokuei Nabetamore than 10 FBP, 76 Sadatoshi Nakajimore than 10 FBP,

oak Quercus serrafawoodpecker Dendrocopos camellia Camellia japoniceandgreat tit (Parus majoy, included
AP0 AYyOf dZRSR Ay al KAAY 9K2y | Adadeell 6¢KS LYRAALJ
Album of Flowers and Bird Brush Paintings), 18S x 255 mm

180 x 120 mm




