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  Introduction 
 
In the early 20th century screenprinting was first used by American artists 
to produce art prints. To make a screenprint a template of the design 
was first created using a screen, typically a piece of mesh fabric (e.g., silk, 
polyester) or less often a piece of porous paper, which was covered with 
a non-porous substance except in areas of the design. The template was 
then placed on top of a piece of paper and ink was applied. The ink only 
passed through areas of the screen not covered by the non-porous 
substance to reproduce the design on the paper below. For multi-colored 
prints multiple templates were made, one for each color.  
   Japanese graphic artists began to use screenprinting in the mid-20th 
century. Since then about ninety artists have made screenprints 
featuring a bird subject. Sixty-eight of these artists are represented in the 
Reader Collection of Japanese Art. This virtual exhibition includes an 
example of the bird art of each of these artists. Some artists (prints 1-11) 
chose to depict birds objectively (i.e., accurate shape and color) while the 
majority (prints 12-48) provided only a semi-objective view of their bird 
subject. The remaining artists (prints 49-68) were even more creative and 
intentionally distorted the shape and color of the birds they drew.   
   For each of the sixty-eight prints in this exhibition the following 
information is provided: name of the artist, name of the bird depicted 
(when identifiable), print title (if any) and print size.  
 
Additional Reading 
 
The Japan Foundation. 1985. Contemporary Japanese Prints 1950-1983. 
Published by the Japan Foundation, Japan. 
 

 
 

 

   

 



   

 1   Red-crowned crane 
(Grus japonensis) by 
Takeo Honma, entitled 
dawn, 380 x 270 mm 
 
 

 
 

 

2   Rock dove 
(Columba livia) by 
IƛŘŜŀƪƛ Yŀǘǁ, entitled 
messenger from the 
gods ς 2, 350 x 240 
mm 

 
   

 



   

 3   Great tit (Parus major) by Masaru Aoyagi, 360 x 470 
mm 
 

 

4   Japanese grosbeak (Eophona personata) by Ikki 
Matsumoto, 360 x 415 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 



   

 5   Little egret (Egretta garzetta) by Nobuo Shinagawa, 
220 x 270 mm 
 

 

6   Little egret (Egretta garzetta) by Masayasu Uchida, 
entltled gentle breeze, 360 x 470 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 



   

 7   Long-tailed finch (Phoephila 
acuticauda), diamond firetail 
(Stagonopleura guttata), 
Gouldian finch (Chloebia 
gouldiae) and Java sparrow 
(Padda oryzivora) by Masayoshi 
Kawa, 240 x 260 mm 
 
 

 
 

 

8   Common kingfisher (Alcedo 
atthis) by Kiyoshi Asakura, 
entitled move, 540 x 425 mm 

 
   

 



   

 9   Red-crowned crane (Grus 
japonensis) by {ǁƘǁ LƪŜƎŀƳƛ, 
entitled rays of the rising sun, 
530 x 385 mm 
 
 

 
 

 

10   Duck (Anas sp.) by Takehiko 
Konda, entitled birds of the 
cape, 490 x 385 mm 

 
   

 



   

 11   Red-crowned 
crane (Grus 
japonensis) by ̧ ǁƘǁ 
Yŀǘǁ, entitled flight 
red Fuji, 280 x 200 mm 
 
 

 
 

 

12   Swan (Cygnus sp.) 
by Toshisada Baba, 
entitled swans, 480 x 
285 

 
   

 



   

 13   Rock dove (Columba livia) by Masuiyama, 330 x 475 
mm 
 

 

14   Rock dove (Columba livia) by Yǁ LƛƳǳǊŜ, entitled song of 
the season five, 300 x 395 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 15  Flamingo 
(Phoenicopterus sp.) by 
Minoru Tabata, entitled 
flamingo, 440 x 230 mm 
 

 
 

 

16   Great egret (Ardea 
alba) by Tadayoshi 
Yamamoto, entitled 
north country phantom 
picture, 650 x 475 

 
   

 



   

 17   Eurasian eagle-owl (Bubo bubo) by Yukio Katsuda, 
entitled No. 124, 320 x 475 mm 
 

 

18   Little egret (Egretta garzetta) by Hidenobu nǎƘƛƳŀ, 
210 x 275 mm 
 

 

 

   

 



   

 19   Red-crowned crane 
(Grus japonensis) by 
{Ƙƛƴōǁ YƻƎǳǊŜ, entitled 
blue sky, 260 x 205 mm 
 

 
 

 

20   Gull (Larus sp.) by 
{ƘƛƎŜȅǳƪƛ nƘŀǎƘƛ, 
entitled migration II, 375 
x 280 mm 

 
   

 



   

 21   Scops owl (Otus sp.) by Akihiro Nakamura, 
entitled happy owl, 160 x 200 mm 
 

 

22   Domestic fowl (Gallus gallus) by ¢ŀǊǁ DƻƳƛ, entitled 
domestic fowl, 290 x 290 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



   

 23   Daurian redstart (Phoenicurus auroreus) by Akiko 
Yoshimura, entitled Happy Wedding XXIV, 215 x 225 mm 
 
 

 

24   Daurian redstart (Phoenicurus auroreus) by 
Masumi Ozawa, entitled ride on the bird, 135 x 165 
mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 



   

 25   Hawk (Accipiter 
sp.) by ¢Ŝǘǎǳƻ {ŀƛǘǁ, 
entitled flight, 510 x 
455 mm 

 
 

 

26   Black-headed gull 
(Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus) by Yutaka 
Takayanagi, entitled 
gull flying ς Fuji, 420 x 
300 mm 

 
   

 



   

 27   Little egret (Egretta garzetta) by Hisami Kunitake, 
entitled flying, 200 x 230 mm 
 

 

28   Domestic goose (Anser cygnoides) by  YǁǘŀǊǁ 
Yoshioka, entitled family, 245 x 275 mm 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 


